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Chapter Three: Coming Up With Ideas

Before you write a blog post, you need an idea

ChY2dza | dziK2NBR IINB 2FiSy alSR aoKSNB R2 &2d
question: ideas are plentiful and easy to come by. For a lot of writers, having too manyideas
is the problem! A few great ideas can sustain a whole book.

But bloggers need new ideas for every post. Andh2 6 S@SNJ YdzOK &2dz f 23S @& 2«
KAG I LRAYOG 6KSNB @&2dz aA YL fanythidgGevtosy A y & LIA NB R

Why Good Ideas Matter

CNRBY (KS NBIRSNDRA LRAYy(Hl 2F @OAS¢: I22R ARSI a
2 KSGKSNI AGQa | dzyAljdzS y3tSs |y dzydzadzZ € SELIS
beyond common sense, your post stands out as memorable.

Good ideas also make your life easier as a writer. Starting off a post with a weak or ill-

thought-2 dziT ARSI R2Say Qi R2 &2dz Fye Tl @2dzNAP | 2dz
paragraphs, you may not feel very confident or proud of whatyodzZQ @S 02 YS dzLJ g A (K
getting it written in the first place is an exercise in bloody-minded willpower.

LT &2dz FAYR @2dz2NASt T FSStAy3a tA1S GKA&A | o2 dz
idea really worth writing about?

A good idea can almost write itself. It might be a great metaphor, a story from your own
experience that can be applied to your blog, or even an idea for an unusual post structure. It
might be a piece of advice that you knowwill help your reader. Whatever it is, that idea will
help you to write easily and enthusiastically.

Sure-Fire Ways to Generate Ideas

2 KIF GSOSNJ adl3IsS e2dzNJ 6f23Qa |Gz GKSasS FNB YSi
write:
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Make a List

CKA&a A& 2yS 2F Y& 7T &andaAdRffacbva. | recdndéndedtBisfor 0 Qa & 2
the pre-launch stage of a blog, but you can do it at any point, and it can be especially
STTSOUAPS 6KSYy &2dz GKAY] @&2dzQ@8S NHzy 2dzi 2F

Get a piece of paper or open up a blank document. Startwritind A RSF & F2NJ of 23 LJ
G2NNE Fo02dzi oKSUGKSNI §KS ARSI &cjust fBtheth dodr2 RE 2 NJ
. 2dz R2y Qi ySSR G2 ONITFTG GKS LISNFSOG GAGES T2
to you, great (you can figureoutthe O2 Y 1Sy i GKIF G 3I32Sa 6AGK AG 40
down the main idea.

Idothisallthetime¢SaALISOAL ff & F2NJ Yé FNBStIyOS 62Nl o L
bunch of ideas all at once and pull one out when | want to write a piece, rather than sitting

FYR adFNAY3 G  o6fly] aONBSyod | SNBmk LI NI 2
the Brain (I italicise posts as | write them):

1. Maximising Your Productivity During the Day

2. Where's All Your Time Going?

3. Have You Abdicated Control of Your Life?

4, Where Are You Waiting For Permission?

5. Ten Ways to Wake Up Ready to Rock

6. Five Games That Help You Get More Done (And Have Fun Doing It)
7. Is Prioritisation Failing You?

B. Creating Systems to Make Routine Tasks Easy and Hassle-Free

9. Why "Free” Costs You a Lot Mare Than You Think

10. Do You Have Dozens of Half-Finished Projects? Here's What to Do

L 62y QG ySOSaal NR fLEQ GHNAhRsgarhef nhightdefgoing ik 2edd S LJ2 & U &
6, forinstance!)co dzi G KIF G Qa y2G (GKS LRAYG 2F GKS A&l
SOSNE GSYy L oNARGS R24y>S AGQa ¢g2NIK R2AYy3ID

Mindmap

N

Lists work well for discrete ideas ¢0 dziT G KS@ QNB y2aG +y Slaeée ¢gle& {2
ideas, or to riff off one idea to get others. For this, you want a mindmap. Pick a starting
point for the centre ¢ something like:
1 An existing post which was popular (how can you build on this?)
T hyS 2F @2dzN) oBXHOZ aORNSA2NREE A 62dzf R TFTAD
9 A word or phrase to do with your blog (what resonances does this have?)
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L 62y Q0 61 adsS &2dzNJ GAYS (82 Hz0Pp8 PBIRBEmo KaBe (8%

before (if not, just Google YR @2 dzQf f f SIFNYy Y2NB GKIy @&2dz SO
concept)® | SNB Q& flontofdind: YLI S 2

ision/Holly Lisle
Good books/magazines
Darren's blogging for
teens article

Writing tips & resources fo@

uote some readers from comments

BW (good for teens
because beginner friendly?)

This led to the Daily Writing Tips post: Writing Resources for Teenagers. As you can see from
GKFG LRad>X L RARYQU dzaS SIfu8ddsdmkdthérideatNR Y G KS
the mindmap is just a starting point.

Riff on a Theme

When you read a blog post that makes you stop and think, consider how you could respond

cy20 2dzad 6AGK F a3INBFG LRaldHE O02YBayDs o dzi
have to mean writing a post on the exact same topic: just go with a particular thought that

was sparked for you, or find a few notes to riff on.

s there a potential side-t @Sy dzS§ 2F GK2dAKG GKFd 0KS 204KSNJ 6
which you could?

Do you disagree with them? Can you write a post that explains why?

Did they make a throwaway comment which you want to expand and take further?
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You can do this with your own posts, if you want. Find an old post, perhaps one you loved
writing or one which went down unexpectedly well with your readers, and find a new angle.

| SNBQa |y SEIFYLX S hyS 2F YvYeé Lkada 2y !t A@Sy
like a prevailing attitude within the personal development niche: the idea that, once you
find your passion, your work will be fun and effortless. | wrote What to Do When Your

Adventure Feels Like a Long Hard Slog, reassuring readers that we all have times when even
thing we love seem hard. In the piece, | directly quoted a couple of the bloggers who | was

disagreeing with:

You might end up reading things like these two quotes and thinking “what the heck is wrong with me? Why aren't /
like that?”

She is completely on fire with passion, and we're savoring every delicious minute of this time in our lives. Often
when | see her now, she will jump up and say, 1 am so excited. | am so excifed”

(Steve Pavlina Podcast #014 — Embracing Your Passion, StevePavlina.com)

I'm continuously maotivated to drive onward and forward. I'm living every moment in joy and | can't wait to see
what's next. And the reason why that's the case is because I'm living my passion. I'm doing what | love — to
help others be their best self and live their best life. While I'm busy every day writing at my blog, doing my
coaching and conducting speeches, it's a kind of busyness which | relish in. In fact, | simply can't get enough
of it — | just want to do more and more, because | love all of this so much!

(Celestine Chua, How to be Endlessly Motivated, Motivate Thyself)

I'm passionate about writing, but | don't always sit down to write feeling like | "can't get enough of it™. Sometimes |
sit down feeling “this is bloody hard work™ or “I'm tired” or °| wonder what's new on Twitter.”

Read Comments

I f£230 2F Y& 0Sad LR2ald ARSlIa KIFIgS O02YS FTNBY N
guestions, problems and thoughts as part of a mini-competition, early on with Aliventures C
and | got dozens of great ideas to write on. | asked people to:

Leave acommentonthispost, 1 St f Ay3 YS gKIFGQa adz2LPpLAya
fromlifed DA DS YS | ljdzSadAzy G2 FymaaSNE| Il (2L
problem you want me to offer a solution to. You need to give me a question or a

suggestioncA ¥ &2dz f SI @S | O2YYSyid 2dzad ateay3
competition.

The Blogger’s Guide to Effective Writing - SAMPLE 9 Ali Hale — www.aliventures.com



http://www.aliventures.com/when-adventure-becomes-slog/
http://www.aliventures.com/when-adventure-becomes-slog/

| got 30 comments, with loads of great questions, many of which | used as the basis of posts:

Colin August 17, 2009 at 157 pm :
\

I've got a question! When my business is ticking along reasonably nicely — just like right now, I've got
enough clients to be comfortable — | find it very hard to convince myself to spend time on branching out into
other areas. Any advice on how to motivate yourself when you're not terrified you're going to starve?

... led to Staying Motivated to Develop When Business is Going Well

Wilma Ham  2ugust 19, 2009 at 2.8 am &
Hi Ali

Thank you for the e-book.

My question is, how do you know if you have done enough?

When | was employed it was easy, at least | had the weekend off. Now | am working for myself | do find it hard
to stop because who is telling me when enough is enough?

It is a bit like when you start renovating the house, the more you do the more you see what else needs doing.

.ledto? K& 2dzQf £ b S\e$iol .02 CCOMYFAdENKSS R dal 2 KSy | 2 dzQ

2 KSYy @2dzQNB aiGdz01 F2NJ AYALANI GAzys> 32 ol O1 G
people are asking for. If your blog is new or yet-to-be-launched, find another blog in your
niche and read through some of the comments there.

90SY AT I O2pélNoSa idea fArd/dn it Yaldften get you thinking.

Forums

Like comments, forums are a rich source of inspiration from other peopleFind a large forum

that covers the same topics at your blog, and look for:
f vdzSaildAz2ya LIS2LX S INB ajAy3d oez2dzQft 2FaSy
Common problems that people have ¢ what seems to crop up again and again?
T t2a0a 6KAOK | NB aadAO1eé¢ 2N LI Lz

Tip: LT €2dzONB | YSYOSNI 2F | offardvdigyestibnyoR & 2 dz &
LINPOf SYazx €SFE@S | YSaal3asS 2y (GKS T2 Ndzy G2
on your blog in response, with a link to your blog post.

N
f S
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Sneaky Ways of Generating Ideas

Sometimes, you sit and stare at your sheet for an idea list or a mindmap, and nothing

O2YSaad ,2dz 32 GKNRdzZZK O2YYSyida IyR F2Ndzvasz |
2 NJ A ( Qpicsot ydur bbo@ Fhis is when you need to get sneaky with your idea

generation. Here are some of my favourites methods:

The Titles Game

¢KSNBQa y2 O2L8NRIK(G 2 {|Populararticles Rt AySas
o S I F NJ A |“Q l] 2 G0 2 NNEP g ¢ The First Rule of Copyblogger = 102 dza S l] K S
model for your own post titles. (I like to use 10 Secrets to More Magnetic Copy & 100

Copyblogger ¢ see right for a quick list of titles The Eminem Guide to Becoming a Writing

there.) and Marketing Machine & 128

The 7 Harsh Realities of Social Media
.. . . Marketing =2 140
This is a great way to come up with titles that work ¢

C A lj Q3 F £ 32 I Y é lj K 2 R 2 F The 7 Deadly Sins of Blogging =2 202
Blogging is Dead (Again) &) 132

Find a popular blog ¢ or use the front page of Digg, Is Commenting on Blogs a Smart Traffic
or a glossy magazine C to get a list of titles® L §§ Q| =ateay? ~ 264

if these are from differentniches than your own The #1 Conversion Killer in Your Copy
{And How to Beat It) & 170

blog.
How Twitter Makes You A Better Writer
C)239

Use each title as a template. For example: _ _
Is Your Tribe Holding You Down? &) 183

Why You Can't Make Money Blogging

5 Steps to Going Viral on Twitter e

could become:
5 Steps to Going Green in the Office

5 Steps to Going Viral on Twitter &) 228

How to Use Twitter to Grow Your
Business 5 283

Why No-One Links to Your Best Posts (And What to R

Do About |t) Commonly Misused Words 02 383
could become: How to Write an Article in 20 Minutes
Why No-One Laughs at Your Funniest Jokes (And 8223

What to Do About It)

Five Grammatical Errors That Make You Look Dumb
could become:
Five Blogging Mistakes That Make You Look Dumb
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Free Writing / Automatic Writing

L¥ &2dz2Q@S alLlSyid Fye GAYS Ay (GKS ONBIFOGADS 6N
G§SOKY A lj dzZNAATA yEENBRNI @ | dzi2YIF GAO gNAGAYyITEDd | 2dz
blank screen, setatimer,and @ NA GS | 62dzi 6KIFI GSOSNI O2YSa Ayid2
up® . 2 dz R 2 ycbhsor odideléd, just kéefStheFtream-of-consciousness going.

L ©fglind this a useful technique when warming up into a writing session, though for me,

AGQa y2i GKS o0Said ¢Fle& (G2 3IASYSNIGS ARSIad® DAL
LIS2 L)X S LT 22dzONB FAYRAY3I A0 OSebkBserkehc R G2 LI
2NJ AF @2dz FSSt fA1S @2dz2Q@S 3I2G of 233ISNNA o6f 2

Using Twitter

Like the headline game, this is a way to relax into your blogging ¢ and to turn Twitter into a
productive use of your time (well, maybe!) The aim here is grab some random inputs and
see what your mind does with them.

You could:

 PickzyS 2F GKS GiONBYRAWRYyDALIMENNE]G & 0o@2NKIG 5 KIH
AT A0Qa a2YJHNRIYAI2PaDANBHould KI 6§ Q& YSIFyAy3

9 Take the most recent tweet on the screen, and find something in that which could
lead to a blog post. Generally, the & K I NyuStiidk this will be, the better the
results!

T LT @2dzQNB NBI {1fag TSN VI ALGLISINE SFRX D2 6 SNB  «
I 02 dzi  (h Bhéndik fwo of the answers and combine them.
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Chapter Seven: Structuring Your Blog Posts

Templates are a great starting point, and | use them all the time myself, as I'll show later in
this chapter. It's much easier to start with a rough structure in mind than to sit down in
front of a blank screen.

In the next few chapters, I'm going to go through every stage of a blog post, and show you in
detail how to write a post that flows well, engages readers, and is as easy as possible for you
to produce.

But first, I'll deal with a couple of objections:

CMy Posts Are So Short, I Don't Need Structureo

Even if your posts are typically just 100 ¢ 200 words, you'll want some sort of structure.
Every post has a beginning, a middle and an end. Even if your "introduction" is a single
sentence (perhaps a hook to draw the reader in) and your conclusion is simply the words,
"What do you think? Let us know in the comments" ¢ that's a structure.

Gf I Plan Everything Out, Writing the Post Will Be
Boringo

Some bloggers like to sit down and simply write about what's in their mind, without making
anysortofplan (il KS & QNB kn@w S theht6f&ke-pants" writers). While this might
be your natural way of writing, it often leads to false starts, or posts which don't quite work
¢ or which need a lot of revising to get them to work.

Most bloggers will find that planning makes the writing smoother, not more boring. It's no
fun to get half-way through a post only to realise you've gone off on a huge tangent.
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The Most Basic Post Structure

At a minimum, each post has:

1 Title
9 Introduction
1 Middle

1 Conclusion
(This is basically the same as the timeless story structure: Title, Beginning, Middle and End)

The title may determine whether or not a reader carries on to read your post (especially if
they come to your post from a link or a social media site). Your title needs to describe what
your post does, in compelling terms.

The introduction to your post should draw readers in. That might be with a short anecdote
or even a joke; it could be a clear, concise explanation of what this post will do for them.

The middle of your post is, obviously enough, the bulk of the content. This is your list, your
review, your manifesto, your thoughts on a topic, etc. This is where you deliver exactly what
you promised in the title.

The conclusionof your post is where you finish up. Try to make this feel like an ending ¢ it's

easy for posts to come to a sudden halt. Tell readers what to do next: should they read
another post? Leave a comment? Subscribe to your blog? Buy your product?
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Chapter Thirteen: Your Style and Voice

SofarinthisebookX L Q@S F 2 Odza Sodteritdfyouy bloflFodtstthe fubjecti K S
YFEGGSNI GKI § , ahPiioz@idure 6F #higl Bolidblyggng style or voice is the way
in which you present this content

Many bloggers become popular not because they offer amazing, unique content that cay’ Q 1]
be found elsewhere ¢ but because they write in a way that readers love.

L¥ @2dzQNB | T I ytyB2, tat mighp¥iiially bedmtatis® NaBnf2id a great
source of expert advice for tiny businesses ...bdzii & 2 dZOQNB LINRP Ol 6f & NBI RAY
potty-mouth style, her honesty, and her willingness to make fun of herself.

A

¢CKS 2yfte LISNE2YIf FAYIl yhOSnplddodThitispMdyF R A & ¢ NB
0 SOl dza S L high-audlif contdhB bitialébdecause he writes in a very clear,
accessible and personable way.

When you find your blogging voice:
1 Readers may subscribe simply because they love your style
f Some of your readers will become die-ht NR FlFyay G(GKSeQff aidl NIO
behind the writing
T ,2dzQft t FAYR A lglik findidg fodldnatul stdddldhénSvalking & O a

So how do you go about developing a blogging voice?

You Already Have a Voice

Throughout my timeasawriterY L Q@S 2F4Sy FStdG GKIFIG L R2yQi
adetSeo LY FILOGX L R2 O60FyR 20KSNE KI @S LRAY(GS
particularstylecS A LISOA I f f &8 AT @2dzQNB dzaSR (G2 oNRGAyYy3
mediums¢i KSYy GNB gNAGAY3 a2YSOKAYy3a GKIFIGQa Fa ylI

Show your writing ¢ preferably several pieces of it ¢ to a trusted friend. Chances are, you do
already have a natural voice. Your writing voice is a bit like your accent: youmight not think
you speak with an accent, but someone from a different part of your country would be able
to instantly identify it!

The Blogger’s Guide to Effective Writing - SAMPLE 15 Ali Hale -


http://ittybiz.com/
http://www.thesimpledollar.com/

Finding Your Natural Voice

L¥ &2dz2Q@0S &a0dzRASR 9y3IfAaK 2N W2dz2Ny I fladays e&2d
style. You may simply not have done much writing at all in the past, apart from emails and

GKS 200FaAz2ytf NBLER2NI 2N aSG 2F YAydziSad t SN
82dzQ@S o06SSy FTGOSYLNAYy3 G2 SydzZ 4GS GKSY Ay @2

A

Thesel NB | T8¢ SESNDA&ASE (KIG Oy KStLI 82dz FAY
about this ¢ your voice is just the way you express yourself in writing.

Journal
YSSLI I 22dzNyIE3xX F2NI I FS¢ ¢6SS1ad ,2dz R2y Qi v
@2dz2NASE T G tSrad | O2dzxX S 27 arzya SI OK

a
your mind. Be as creative (or as boring!) asyouwant...no-2 y SQa 3

Writing Prompts

Set a timer for ten minutes, and write ¢ without stopping or going back to edit your work ¢
on one of these topics:

A letter to yourself, ten years ago

Whyyoulove6 @ 2dzNJ 6f 23Qa&a (2L OV
Ten simple things that make you happy

One aspect of your personality that you want to change
Something that makes you truly angry

2 K @82dzZQNB FFN} AR 27

= =4 =4 4 -4 -

You could also try using a quote as a prompt ¢ see James Chariil N} Y RQ& / 2Ll of 233SN
hyS C22t LINP2F 2| & fardoreorfthisa 0 2 NAGSNRa . f 201

Reading Your Work
Take several pieces of your own writing, either from your own blog or from one of the

SESNDOA&SE 06208 [221 G (KS&as OtzasStezr sAlK
with some easy means of annotating them). Consider:
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Where does your writing sound easy and natural?

Is there anywhere it comes across as stilted or convoluted?
Do you use humour in your writing?

Are your sentences short or long?

Do you have any particular catch phrases or stylistic quirks?

= =4 =4 4 -4 -

What pleases you most in your writing? Where does it sound really good?

Ultimately, your writing voice will develop over time. Many bloggers start off with a slightly

bland or stilted style ¢ and develop a unique and compelling voice.5 2 Y Q G LJzi 2FF of 3
0SOl dza S @& 2 dz Tfdy@tifound fobirioic@ elz@ifs, and your voice will
emergeovertime¢cl YR AGQff O2yGAydzS (G2 RS@St 2L

A~ r ~ ~ pe

9T O ' OAT 60O 30OAE 7TEOE 000 /

_—)

In day-to-day life, your voice shifts depending on context. Maybe you use language with

your friendsthat® 2 dZQR Y S@OSNJ dzaS Ay FNRByYyG 2F @2dzNJ INI y
perfectly at home using specialised, even academic language in your place of work ¢ but you

talk in @ much simpler way with your children.

You also modify your voice depending on your mood: not just speaking more softly or
loudly, but also using different words and different patterns of speech. Maybe your
aSyidSyOSa IINBE aAaK2NISNJ 6KSyYy &2dzQNBE | yINESZ 2NJ

Ly @NARGAY3II 2dza lick vithoneisiyigle foiceT| Geliberdtdlydzs@ddB vy 2 (0 & G dz
different voice in my free ebook Quit Your Day Job than in my usual writing on Aliventures;

my blog posts tend to be more thoughtful and theoretical, using longer sentences and
gentle language ¢ the ebook is sharper, snappier and more direct.

lf 0K2dAK &2dzQft g+ yid (2 1 SSLIteRdaNI LAR2aAIASy I3 AN
value in being able to control and vary your writing voice. SoY SG A YSa > &2dzQftt o4y
dzL)¢ o6& Ay2SOdiAy3a Y2NB SySNBHeés SEOAGSYSyid 2NJ
product launch, for instance or recommending an affiliate product that you love. Other

times, you might be writing on an issue which you feel particularly strongly about ¢ perhaps

one which makes you angry. You may choose to use more forceful language than you

normally would.
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Guest Posting on Other Blogs

One of the best times to modulate your voice is when someone else has offered you a

pll G F2NX¥ P 2 KSYy @2dz I3dzSad LIad 2y Fy20KSNJ 6f 23
seamlessly intoyourownblog¢a LISY R &a2YS (GAYS [ 6az2NbAy3d GKI G
accent, and write your post just for their blog

LQY y20G al &aAytgtodofyt §f 2 8 K &NA KIEHkKR Vi Q% @AZ2RAP (2
F2NJ @2dz 42 R2XI YR 62y Qi 0NJbytpudnk&GinitdhSa i 2 F @&
take on elements of their style.

All this means is reading a handful of their posts, figuring out where your style is different
from theirs and how you can modify your tone of voice to suit theirs. You might:
9 Use shorter, sharper sentences
Y Introduce humour
9 Write in a more thoughtful and introspective way from usual
| Add particular features (like quotesoriY 3S&a0 GKI G @&2dz R2y Qi y 2N

You can even deliberately reference F S| G dzNB & 2 F (0 Kddthic & dyguest £ 2 3 Q& &
post for IttyBiz, Guaranteed Goal Achievement: Your Daily, No-Excuses Target, writing
a1 SNBQa 6KIFG ez dZOMdf"o%/R:ueéblgyfséredltéxt) bl 2YA ¢

$1T A0 O000iI PAOS6 7OEOET C - AOOAOe

Many newer bloggers (especially those who find writing a struggle or a chore) are hung up
onwritind GLINBLISNI 8¢ d® ¢KS@QNB O2yOSNYy SR | o62dzi 3N
there are obscure rules of writing which must be obeyed.

Your blogisnothomework.No-2 Yy SQa 3I2Ay 3 G2 1y201 YINjJa 2°F°F
asentence withapreposit A 2y > 2NJ adF NI F LI NF INF LK gAIGK &
akin to a piece of creative writing than to the sort of writing you learnt in school.

HoweveE &2YS 2F (KS GNHzZ Sa¢ 2F gNAROGAYy3T | NByQi
NHzf S j2cFD SINibdzol INBSYSy (¢ 6KAOK @&2dz LINRPoOolofe 1Yy
sentences is wrong?

The children play.
The children plays.
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Youknowi KIF i GKS aS0O2yR @OSNEA2Y A& AYyO2NNBOOZI o
GSND X dza SRyodethildi KBS @AdR Kf Al @8 AaGKS OKAf

LF &2dz2OQNB | yIlIGAGS 9y3IfAaK aLISFISNE | 322R N
can write it. If English is your second language, you may want to study grammar in a more
formal manner.

IngeneNJ £ = | yIFGdz2NF t gNAGAYy3 dGefS gKAOK R2SayQq
vivid on the screen. Good ways to get a feel for this include:
' Reading blogs from several very literate d NA G SNB 6A 0K OSNE RATFTTSNI
recommend Copyblogger (which has great writers but features several different
ones) as a good place to start.
9 If you find speaking your thoughts easier than writing them, try using voice-
recognition software.
| Your writing needs to make senseand sentences & K 2 dzbeRo/c@riplicated or
O2y @2t dziSR GKI GO NBIFIRSNARA (KAYy]l @2dz2Q08S YI RS
' In general, short sentences and short paragraphs work well on the screen.

Different Styles for Different Types of Content

You may want to switch your style for different posts on your own blog, especially if you
GKNRB G Ay | ALISOAIT Lad GKFraQa y2a LINI 27F @

This might mean:
I Writing in a more personal, warm style for a post that updates readers on some
FaLIS OG0 2F & 2 dzNatybuhiskiaBybloghbout)i KA &4 Ady Qi 6K
¢ 'aAy3 | aedzad GKS FILOoGa¢ d2yS F2NI I ljdzh O
content
f 58St A0SNIrGSte OK22aAay3da (02 FR2LI | (sé2A 0SS 2N
the ProBlogger post 5 Things You Should Know About My Dad the ProBlogger).

LF¥ @2dz2QNB t221Ay3 G2 YIS Fy AYLI OO 6AGK | L
 Swearho @A 2dzaf &> (KAAa giRyguthormardrahdSnvoeda@K A Y LI O
being pottymouthed (a la Naomi Dunford and Johnny B Truant) ¢ however, it can be
powerful if your language is normally mild. Do think about whether this will go down
21L& 6AGK &2dzNJ | dzZRA Sy OS ¥for humblzittle Ran,i KS g 2 NR
which duly was edited out!
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 Getexcited. LT @2 dzQNB y2NXIFffe [[dzZAdS OFfY Ay @2c
can get your readers just as hyped up as you are. This can work when promoting a
product ¢ whether your own or an affiliateone¢o dziT R2y QU 2 O0SNR2 Ado®
1 Change the length. Do you normally write 1,500 word epics? Then write a 100-word
post that says something profound. Do you write 200 or 300 word short-and-snappy
posts? Then write a really in-depth guide C a piece of pillar content.

Multiple Writers on One Blog

LGQ&a y20 dzyO02YY2y F2NJ f | NB Sceiherdedaise thedlogdza S Y dzf
Aa I O2fttl 02Nl A2y 0SG6SSYy (G662 02N Y2NBO TFNR
the editor can afford to hire writers.

In terms of style and voice, you could run the blog in several different ways:

One House Style

Some blogs use a team of anonymous, paid writers (2 | NJ Q& 5 is ah éxamplé).lnlLJt S
GKAA OIIINP>D oX®RQfgfl yi (2 SyO2dzNI IS SNAGSNER G2
that the content all reads similarly.

Advantage: Readers will always know what to expect: your blog is consistent.

Disadvantage: A homogenous style inevitably ends up being fairly bland.

Guidelines

a2NB O2YYz2yfes oft23a oAttt | ff2gbubwillrvideds NA G S NJ
OSNIIAY 3AdZARStEAYySad LF &2dzQNB O2ft 062N Ay 3
together some thoughts about the direction of the blog as a whole. Is humour welcome? Is

swearing okay?

puf
Qx
c
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Advantage:, 2 dzQf £ 3S4 || YAE 2F @2A0Sa |y
the blog one day and find something totally different.

Disadvantage: Having guidelines in place is no guarantee that people will use them!
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Editorial Input

Most blogs with a team of writers will have a single editor who reviews and edits content.
This could involve proof-reading (changing spellings or fixing mistakes), or could mean
rewriting chunks of text to keep it in the right style. When | started writing for Dumb Little
Man, Jay used to heavily rework my introductions to posts to provide a snappier opening C |
got better at doing this myself over time! Almost every blog | write for will change my post
titles at times. Some will pick their own images to accompany posts.

Advantage: This gives a lot of flexibility, and ensures consistent quality.

Disadvantage: A lot of time input from the editor is needed ¢ and the editor needs to be
present (ie. not busy or on holiday) to review posts.

Anything Goes

CAylLtfftes az2y$sS of23a aavLie fSG gNAIGSNE R2 4K
GSFYX GKA& OFy oS | LISNFSO(lfte FapeshhSIK2R 27T
through. Writers produce their own posts ¢ not just content but title and images too ¢ and

publish it either when they want, or according to a group schedule.

Advantage: No editor is needed, and each blogger may feel a stronger sense of ownership
over the blog.

Disadvantage:L ¥ G KS gNAROGAY3I adetS OFNASaA ogAf Rfe&z &z
quality control in this model, so you want to be reallysure of your team.

Final Thoughts on Style

52y Qi GNB (2 WNANKRS 38 AdINE SILF NOWMOHzZ & NJ adef S«
comes naturally, and how you enjoywriting. The best way to develop your style is simply by

continuingto blogon aregularbasisc@ 2 dzQf €t 6S | 6tS G2 221 ol O
seehowyodzQ @S F2dzy R | GNHz2SNJ 92A 0SS
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Enjoyed This Sample? Get the EbooKk!

| hope these chapters are useful on their own, but
iT @82dz2QNB 1 8&Y FrdN) YRNBISNDA DdzA RS (2

52y QiU FT2NBSUG €&aiN2 R Kopd Mnffitke ORipice.

Thanks for reading!

Ali Hale ¢ ali@aliventures.com
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